Abstract: This study aims to investigate the significant role of literature teaching on secondary school students who study English as a foreign language. The subjects of the study consisted of (100) secondary school students(females) .The experiment took place in Omdurman area. The students were chosen from two Sudanese secondary schools in the same area for the academic year 2015/2016. (50) Students out of (100) studied literature for more than six years and the rest (50) students didn't study any literary texts for the same period. A questionnaire was distributed to (30) English teachers, a student test was given to secondary school students and (10) English directors were interviewed for data collection. A statistical analysis was carried out to find out the relation between literature teaching and its role in promoting the students' performance. The data of the study was analyzed by using the statistical package for the social sciences (SPSS). The findings of the study indicated that, there is a positive, statistical significant relation between the study of literature and the standard of the students in English. On the other hand, the students who studied literature scored high marks in a test that contained the same questions and took the same time for both students, compared with those students who didn't study any literary text. That is to say, Literature teaching, affects positively in the acquisition of English language. The study concluded with some recommendations offered to teachers of English language, administrations of secondary schools and for designers of English curricula in order to encourage students to better learning of English through the teaching of literature.
Introduction
The main purpose of this study was to illustrate the importance of literature teaching in the Sudanese secondary schools in particular and in educational centres in general. Four main values are gained when teaching literature. These values concern the thinking, the performance and the experience of students. In this study atest was distributed to two secondary school in Omdurman district. The first school is Idress Secondary School where the students studied literature and the other school is Um Baddah Secondary School where the students didn"t study any literary texts.
The study was to investigate the importance of literature by comparing the degrees scoured by the students in both schools. It is an attempt and a contribution in literature teaching and we know that this area has been completely neglected by many educational centres. This study illustrates that literature reading enabled the students to achieve better results in performance tests or in communication situations. The findings of the analysis of the study have confirmed the findings of the previous studies, especially that literary students are better learners in terms of oral communication and performance. It concludes that, the study of literature influences on the students positively to a large extent. The future researches may support or extend the findings concerning the importance of literature on performance, thinking and education of students.
A lot of persons want to learn English especially literature as they can. For some learners, it is only a matter of reading for enjoyment, but many people want to be able to read literature and understand its content in the easiest way accompanied by the utmost sense of enjoyment and pleasure. The aim of this study is to find out how literary competencies of students who learn English literature can be enhanced by literature. The study focuses on the significance of literature and the general outlines.
According to Showalter (2003, p.22)the teaching of literature, for the educationists in the past as well as present, is considered "a way of making people better human beings.".
Literature reading in schools, universities or educational centres inside Sudan and in many other countries witnesses a real neglect and marginalization, especially at secondary schools and in many educational centres. It is noticed that, literature is the most neglected subject. The researcher would like to add something that might attract the attention of the educationists in general and literature teachers in particular to this subject. To tackle the problems and difficulties in learning, more emphasis will be given to literature teaching. We all know the powerful and significant role that literature plays in the promotion of language acquisition. Literature is a useful tool that encourages the students to express their own ideas, feelings and experiences. Literature enriches one"s vocabulary and above all educates the whole character linguistically and culturally. The study investigates the sources of the obstacles and difficulties encountered by both teachers and students in literature learning. Some solutions are offered to tackle these difficulties.
Importance of Literature
As we all know this question should be asked by everyone. The importance of literature cannot be neglected. It is needed from the earliest stages in order to raise students" awareness of the cultural and social use of the target language. From the first class and when teaching literature, there should be a clear purpose (an intention is supposed to be hidden). Every literary line should reflect a certain Murat (2005) presented a paper titled "Teaching English Through Literature" and the conclusion of it, Literature is not only a tool for developing the written and oral skills of the students in the target language but also is a window opening into the culture of the target language, building up a cultural competence in students.
Statement of the Problem
Literature is a very complicated subject and it is generally considered as one of the most difficult subjects to teach.
There is no right or wrong way to teach a literaryclass. There is an intelligent way to teach it. The purpose of Literature teaching is not just to get an answer; it is to learn what is behind the words, and encourage the student to think and give creative answers. The job of the teacher is not to teach the student, it is to lead the student. Literature learning is very crucial for learners and particularly the students and teachers who deal with this area. Many students in Sudan are characterized with the poor knowledge of literature learning. They even ignore its influential impact on learning and behaviour. The study investigates the difficulties faced by both teachers and students when dealing with any literary text in rose or poetry. Some approaches and strategies are used to teach literature and of course the consequences touched in the students" knowledge are amazing. Most teachers consider literature as a Separate subject that has nothing to do with language learning.
This assumption is based on the misinterpretation of the concept of language teaching and learning. The fact, however, remains that there are benefits that a language learner can derive from the inclusion of literature in the educational curriculum for language. The introduction of literature in the syllabus creates some difficulties to the students as well as for the teachers. Students have a poor understanding of the literary text. Besides that, they are not familiar with the text as there are no sufficient inputs or exposure to literary text especially the English literature.
The teachers face many problems in delivering their lessons because they do not know the best way to teach literature. Besides that, perhaps they aren"t familiar with the literary text itself which makes them need more time to prepare for the lesson. Sometimes, this preparation needs real knowledge and experience for both teachers and students and the task is tough and complicated.
Objectives of the Study
The main objectives of this study are:-1) To explain the approaches and the strategies that are used to acquire literary competence. 2) Teachers are to be acquainted with the above mentioned approaches and strategies to indicate their effectiveness in the promotion of language learning. 
Research Questions

Methodology
The researcher described the methodology used to conduct this study and he had illustrated and described the way in which he accomplished the study. The first to be discussed are the subjects, the research tools that are used to collect the data, procedures of data collection, validity and reliability of the research tools.
This study includes an overview, research design, detailed descriptions of the population, interviews, the instruments used in the study as well as the procedures of implementing the measurement tools including the pilot study. The validity and reliability of these tools were verified, methods of data analysis were illustrated and the study ended up with a concise conclusion.
Population of the Study
The population of the study was (100) secondary school students (females) who used to study English for more than six years. They were chosen randomly from two schools that happened to be in Omdurman town.
The Subjects of the Study
The subjects of the study are divided into two groups: 1/The students who were exposed to literature during the past years were given a written test. They were given 20 minutes to answer all the provided questions. The aims of the written test were the following points: 1-To measure the performance of the students of thinking. 2-To measure the students" vocabulary. 3-To measure the way in which the students write.
The researcher encouraged the students to answer all the questions of the test to see whether the study of literature affected their performance positively or not.
2/The second group, those were the students who weren"t exposed to literature during the past years. They were also given the same test to measure the same previous values (performance, thinking and vocabulary).The students of this group were chosen from a secondary school at Omdurman town.
The subjects in the research have been studying English as a second language for more than six years. That is to say, the students had some prior knowledge of English language and they were able to answer the questions of the test. The researcher divided them into two groups according to their knowledge of literature.
A (100) secondary school students were chosen from two schools in different areas. The students who were chosen to conduct this experiment were studying at the 3 rd level. All the female students who participated in this study were the same age and level. They were divided into two groups. Fifty students who studied literature and the other fifty ones who didn"t were chosen to conduct the experiment. In other words, a literal group consists of (50) Students and another on-literal group consists of the same number of students (50).
The participants share these characteristics: 1) They are the same age and in the same level (3 rd secondary school)
2) The same location (Omdurman district in Sudan).
3) They are all Sudanese female students.
Research Tools
In this study three basic tools were used to collect data and they can be summed up as follows: 1) A written test given to secondary school students. 2) A questionnaire for teachers.
3) An interview with educational directors.
The Test
The test consists of four questions and each one is highly required to measure one of the four hypotheses in the study. It takes about (20) minutes to be finished. The questions and the vocabulary in this test are suitable and clear for the students to answer.
After the researcher obtained a permission from the two selected schools to test their students of the third level, he prepared a test to measure the objectives of the study. A number of hundred students participated in the experiment. The students were divided equally into two groups. The students who answered the test were males and females. The students from both groups ought to answer a test distributed to them. That is to say, the same test was to be answered by both of them. The first group was chosen from the students who were found to study literature. The second group consisted of (50) students who didn"t study literature at all. The researcher informed the students to answer all the questions and to finish the test in twenty minutes time. The students were told the results of the test would be top confidential so as to lessen the fear of failure and the embarrassment that the students might face. They are encouraged to answer the test in a very friendly atmosphere. The total number of the test questions was four to measure performance (passage general understanding), vocabulary, thinking and writing. Twenty marks were given to the test and the atmosphere of the test was comfortable and suitable. After the students finished, the papers were collected and marked. The scores were listed and analyzed. 
The Questionnaire
The questionnaire was only designed for teachers who teach English at secondary schools. It consists of (20) points and has (5) options that range from "never" to "always". The items were clear and could be easily understood by the participants.
The main purpose of this questionnaire is to investigate the importance of some literary values of teaching literature at Sudanese secondary schools in specific and educational centres in general. (30) Teachers were asked to participate in the questionnaire to measure the success of the study. Four items in the questionnaire were meant to measure one of the hypotheses provided by the researcher. In other words, the points of the questionnaire were mainly designed to serve the purposes behind the study. It is to investigate the teachers "attitudes towards all the activities, strategies, approaches and values of teaching literature to students in order to promote their performance, thinking and linguistic abilities. The questionnaire was distributed randomly to thirty English teachers from different schools. The researcher was certain that all the items in the questionnaire were chosen by the participants and no variety was left unanswered. All the participants in the questionnaire were thanked by the researcher for their collaboration in completing the experiment. The questionnaire"s data were analyzed statistically to measure the objectives and hypotheses of the study. The items of the questionnaire were reduced from (22) into (20) and the content of it was clarified so that it could be easily understood and answered. Four or three items of the questionnaire were required to measure one of hypotheses of the study. Luckily most of the teachers who participated in the questionnaire expressed a real sense of enthusiasm in answering all the items and this was a real pleasure to the researcher. The questionnairewhich was given to the secondary school teachers contained (20) items. Each item focused on the impact of literature on students. The questionnaire was only designed for teachers who teach English at secondary schools. It consists of (20) points and has (5) options that range from "never" to "always". The items are clear and can be easily understood by the participants.
The main purpose of this questionnaire is to investigate the importance of some literary values of teaching literature at Sudanese secondary schools in specific and educational centres in general. (30) Teachers were asked to participate in the questionnaire to measure the success of the study. Four items in the questionnaire were meant to measure one of the hypotheses provided by the researcher. In other words, the points of the questionnaire were mainly designed to serve the purposes behind the study. It is to investigate the teachers "attitudes towards all the activities, strategies, approaches and values of teaching literature to students in order to promote their performance, thinking and linguistic abilities. The questionnaire was distributed randomly to thirty English teachers from different schools. The researcher was certain that all the items in the questionnaire were chosen by the participants and no variety was left unanswered. All the participants in the questionnaire were thanked by the researcher for their collaboration in completing the experiment. The questionnaire"s data were analyzed statistically to measure the objectives and hypotheses of the study. 35) .The research tool used in collecting the interview's data was a written interview of (4) questions with (10) educational English directors. Their experience in the field of education is more than (10) years. The directors who participated in the interview were told about the aims and objectives of it. They were also told that their participation would be top confidential and will never be used against them. Their participation was meant to enrich the study and would be directed to the purposes of it.
Teacher's interview
One of the interviewed teachers agreed with the researcher by saying, that literature teaching develops the students "cognitive and mental skills .He also stated that literature develops reading, analysis skills and widen the vocabulary of the students. He believes that the reading of literature is the only means of enjoyment for those who appreciate it. According to him literature usually deepens human thought, culture and behaviour of the students. All the points mentioned by the interviewed teachers are typically identical with the researcher"s own points of view when speaking about the significant role of literature.
Two interviewed teachers agreed with the researcher that, literature reading develops the four skills, broadens the students" vocabulary and develops their way of thinking. One of them said that literature helps the students to exchange knowledge and information , Another interviewed teacher believes that literature equips the students with new concepts, ideas about life .That is to say, they will gain new experiences. All teachers agreed that literature plays an effective and a positive role on the promoting the students" standard. An interviewed teacher clarified the experiences that the students gain when studying literature. He believes that the students will think of all the places they get to visit in reading, people they get to meet, situation they get to experience without leaving their rooms. Without reading about these characters and places, students will never experience new situations and ideas. Another interviewed teacher clarified the experiences that the students gain when studying literature. He believes that the students will think of all the people and places they get to visit in reading without leaving their rooms.
Without reading about these characters and places the students will never experience new situations.
Data Collection Procedures
Data collection procedures included the collection of questionnaire's data, written interviews with directors and a test was given to secondary school students. 
Findings
1) The implementation of literature inside the classroom is resulted in better language performance. 2) Literature helps the students to develop creative thinking. 3) Literature plays an important role in bridging the gaps among students to have better understanding for each other. 4) Literature is a useful tool that encourages the students to enrich their experiences.
Recommendations
Based on the findings of this study and the previous studies, the following recommendations are suggested:
Recommendations for Teachers of English language: 1) Teachers of English language are recommended to encourage their students to learn literature in order to develop their performance especially in the four skills. 2) Teachers of English language should consider their students' linguistic abilities and minimize the amount of difficult vocabulary that their students encounter when studying literature.
3) The usage of suitable teaching methods, approaches, strategies and materials that suit the students in promoting their acquisition of a second language. 4) Teachers are required to modify the difficult literary texts to suit the student"s vocabulary without losing the essence of the original text. 5) Teachers of English language are recommended to help their students discover the beauty and the importance of literature. 6) A teacher of English language is recommended to encourage the students to learn and act literature in classroom without fear or embarrassment. 7) When studying literature, teachers should maintain a comfortable and friendly atmosphere and design interesting activities that encourage students of literature to read, think and act.
Recommendation for administrations of Secondary Schools: 1) More emphasis on the importance of literature study is needed through the training of teachers of English language how to teach literature in a very effective way. 2) Introducing the academic directors into secondary schools in order to deal with the problems of literature designing and teaching. 3) Many literary books should be available at schools" libraries.
Recommendation for designers of English curricula
Curricula designers should alter curricula to take into consideration that literature should be included for its necessity and importance.
Suggestions for Further Studies
The following points are suggested for further research: 1) Different strategies and approaches can be conducted to teach literature for foreign students. 2) A great attention should be taken into consideration to tackle the problems that the students face when studying literature. 3) Extra research on the importance of literature in promoting the students" standard in terms of performance and vocabulary enrichment. 4) Further research is urgently needed to examine the significant role of literature in promoting the standard of the students.(Brumfit and Carter( 1986) says that:"As far as "literary" studies are concerned, students also acquaint themselves with the nature of literary discourses and therefore are studying literature in a very primary and essential sense ."
